
                                      
 
 

Background 
 
 
Over the past two decades, fires and haze in 

the ASEAN region have been influenced by rapid 
demographic changes, increased human activities, and 
climatological factors. Droughts combined with 
indiscriminate use of fire for developmental and 
agricultural activities have impacted severely on the 
society, economic activities and the environment. In 
view of the urgency and complexity of the issue, the 
ASEAN Senior Officials on the Environment-Haze 
Technical Task Force, established in September 1995, 
undertook concerted efforts and developed a response 
strategy known as the Regional Haze Action Plan 
(RHAP). The RHAP, which provides a framework for 
strengthening the region's capacity to address 
transboundary haze pollution, was endorsed by the 
ASEAN Environment Ministers in December 1997. 
Since then, activities and programmes as prescribed 
in the RHAP have been progressively implemented.  

 
Regional cooperation was further strengthened 

through the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary 
Haze Pollution. The governments of the ten ASEAN 
Member Countries signed the Agreement on 10 June 
2002 during the World Conference and Exhibition on 
Land and Forest Fire Hazards held in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. The Agreement contains provisions on 
monitoring, assessment and prevention, technical 
cooperation and scientific research, mechanisms for 
coordination, lines of communication, and simplified 
customs and immigration procedures   for   disaster   
relief.     The   Agreement   also   provides    for     the 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
establishment of an ASEAN Coordinating Centre for 
Transboundary Haze Pollution Control. The 
Agreement entered into force on 25 November 2003. 
 

Land and forest fires and the resulting 
transboundary haze pollution is obviously a problem 
too large for any one country or agency to manage 
alone. Its impact on global climate change and loss of 
biological diversity requires concrete collective action 
by ASEAN and its Member Countries, the global 
community, donor agencies, international 
organisations, non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), researchers/ scientists, private sector as well 
as local communities. It needs considerable resources 
particularly in terms of financial and technical inputs.  
In this respect, while ASEAN Member Countries 
have taken the lead in addressing this problem by 
undertaking various strategic measures and on-the-
ground activities at the regional and national levels, 
support from all relevant stakeholders will help to 
speedily alleviate this problem. 

 
The Conference aims to disseminate and 

promote better understanding of key aspects of the 
ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution; provide an opportunity for ASEAN to share 
the progress and articulate further needs for effective 
implementation of the Agreement; promote and 
strengthen partnership with relevant regional and 
international organisations and donor communities to 
support the implementation of the Agreement; and 
explore areas of cooperation and partnership to meet 
future challenges of land and forest fire issues and 
transboundary haze pollution.  
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Objective 
 
The Conference seeks to promote and strengthen 
partnerships between ASEAN Member Countries 
and relevant regional and international 
organisations, donor communities and other 
partners/ supporters for the implementation of the 
ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution. Particular focus will be given on securing 
partnership and support for sustainable management 
of peatlands in Southeast Asia, which are the major 
source of fires and transboundary haze pollution.  
 

Expected Outputs 
 
• Agreed regional priorities and corresponding 

interests to promote and sustain partnerships for 
the implementation of the ASEAN Agreement 
on Transboundary Haze Pollution;  

• Agreed mechanisms to promote and sustain 
partnerships for the implementation of the 
ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Who Should Attend? 
 
• ASEAN Senior Officials on the Environment 

(ASOEN),, policy makers, researchers, 
academia from ASEAN Member Countries. 

• Relevant regional and international 
organisations 

• Dialogue Partners of ASEAN, and other 
countries 

• Development financial institutions, donor 
communities 

• Other major stakeholders (private sector, 
plantation/ agricultural associations, NGOs, 
community groups, and other interest groups)  

 

Events, Date and Venue 
 
• The Conference will be held on 11-12 May 2006 

at the Sheraton Hotel Ha Noi, Viet Nam.   
• The 3rd Meeting of the Project Planning/ 

Preparation Working Group (PPPWG) for the 
IFAD/GEF Project on the Rehabilitation and 
Sustainable Use of Peatlands in Southeast Asia 
will be held on 8-10 May 2006 in Ha Noi back-
to-back with the Conference (venue to be 
decided). 

• An exhibition showcasing initiatives and best 
practices on addressing fires and haze pollution 
will be held for the duration of the Conference. 

• An optional day trip to Ha Long Bay will be 
organised by the Government of Viet Nam on 13 
May 2006. 

 
Organisers 

 
The Conference is jointly organised by the 

Vietnam Environmental Protection Agency (VEPA) 
and the ASEAN Secretariat.  
 

Sponsors 
 

The Conference is sponsored by the 
Government of Viet Nam and the ASEAN-UNDP 
Partnership Facility. 

 
 



T E N T A T I V E  C O N F E R E N C E  P R O G R A M M E  
(As of 9 March 2006) 

 

Date/Time Activities Remarks 

Wednesday 
10 May  

  

14.00 – 18..00 Registration  

Thursday 
11 May 

  

8.30 – 9.00 Registration  

9.00 – 9.30 

Opening Ceremony:  
• Welcome Remarks by Chairperson of 

ASOEN-Haze Technical Task Force 
(HTTF)* 

• Remarks by UNDP* 
• Opening Speech by Minister of Natural 

Resources and Environment, Viet Nam* 

* To be confirmed 

9.30 – 10.00 Tour of Exhibition & Refreshment  

10.00 – 12.00 

Plenary Session-1: 
• Regional Priorities for the Implementation of 

the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary 
Haze Pollution 

ASEAN Member Countries will 
discuss specific regional and sub-
regional proposals to operationalise 
the ASEAN Agreement on 
Transboundary Haze Pollution during 
this session. The ASEAN Peatland 
Management Stratey (APMS) will 
also be presented during this session. 
Invitees from other countries and 
organisations outside ASEAN will 
also participate and contribute their 
ideas in this session. 

12.00 – 13.30 Lunch  

13.30 – 15.00 

Parallel Discussions-1: 
• Sub-regional Discussions with Donor 

Representatives and Other Stakeholders:  
o Group A (Cambodia, Lao PDR, 

Myanmar, Thailand, Viet Nam) 
o Group B (Brunei Darussalam, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Singapore) 

There will be two parallel discussions 
to allow presentations/ discussions on 
national and sub-regional priorities. 
ASEAN Member Countries are 
requested to present their national 
priorities, including those identified 
in their respective National Action 
Plans (NAPs) for sustainable peatland 
management, and discuss common 
issues and joint activities at sub-
regional level. 



Date/Time Activities Remarks 

15.00 – 15.30 Refreshment  

15.30 – 17.00 

Parallel Discussions-2 (continued) 
• Thematic Discussions with Donor 

Representatives and Other Stakeholders:  
o Group 1: Community-based livelihood 

options  
o Group 2: Sustainable partnership and 

funding mechanisms 
o Group 3: Mechanism for information 

exchange and dialogue with donor 
representatives and other stakeholders 

There will be parallel discussions on 
the three tentative thematic issues. 
Participants will choose their 
preferred thematic discussion groups. 

19.00 Welcome Dinner by Host Government 
 

21.30 Meeting of Rapporteurs 

The rapporteurs of groups will meet 
to compile the results of the group 
discussions and prepare for the 
presentations for Day-2. Groups A 
and B will consolidate the results of 
their discussions into one 
presentation. Groups 1, 2 and 3 will 
also consolidate the results of their 
discussions into one presentation. 

Friday 
12 May  

 
 

09.00 – 12.00 

Plenary Session-2: 
• Consolidated Presentations on the Results of 

Sub-regional and Thematic Discussions: 
o Sub-regional discussions  
o Thematic discussions 

• Discussion and Q&A Session 

 

12.00 – 13.30 Lunch  

13.30 – 16.00 
High-level Roundtable Discussion between 
ASEAN and Donor Communities and Other 
Stakeholders 

 

16.00 – 16.30 Follow-up Actions and Wrap-up  

16.30 – 17.00 Closing Ceremony  

17.00 – 17.30 Tea Reception 
 

 
 


