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Use of Prescribed Fire in Maintaining Open Cultural Landscapes in Baden-
Wiirttemberg State, Germany

Project Summary
The prescribed burning project has a long tradition: Starting in 1975 the long-term research project

aims to investigate the long-term consequences of the use of prescribed fire in maintaining the
openness of abandoned (fallow) agricultural and pasture sites.
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Figure 1. Location map of experimental sites in Baden-Wirttemberg.

The experimental plots are distributed over 14 sites in Baden-Wirttemberg, located between
Tauberland and the Southern Black Forest. Site characteristics vary and include dry to moist sites, on
warm to cold exposures, various soil depths and acidity, including shallow poor soils and fertile deep
soils. The site and vegetation characteristics are described in detail in a rich list of scientific publication
and theses. For details on publications and sites: See Annexes | and Il.
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Visual Impressions of Prescribed Burning in SW Germany Starting in the 1970s

Figure 2. Demonstration prescribed winter fire near Hechingen (February 1978).
Photo: GFMC.
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Figure 3. Demonstration of the use of a “hot” ring fire to produce high mortality in
successional woody vegetation (Hechingen, February 1978). Photo: GFMC.

Figure 4. Prescribed burning exercise with representatives of nature conservation
authorities and scientists, Hechingen, February 1978. Photo: GFMC



Annex I: List of Publications

This list includes the main publications and scientific theses dealing with fallow site research, including
the use of prescribed fire, in the fallow research programme of Miinster University

This list includes the main publications and scientific theses dealing with fallow site research, including
the use of prescribed fire, in the fallow research programme of Minster University
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Annex II: A list of diploma theses and detailed site descriptions (in German) is published on the website of
the European Fire in Nature Conservation Network (EFNCN) at:

ttp://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/programmes/natcon/natcon.htm
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